
Mt Barker & Strathalbyn Catholic Parish 
We are a community learning to be disciples of Jesus 
Thank you for joining us – we are so glad you’re here 

 

Masses 
Sat    6:00pm OLOM Mt Barker 
Sun    9:00am OLOM Mt Barker  
Sun  11:00am GS Strathalbyn 
Tue    9:30am OLOM Mt Barker  
Wed  12 noon OLOM Mt Barker  
Thu    9:15am OLOM Mt Barker 
Fri    9.30am OLOM Mt Barker 
Exposition of the Bl Sacrament: 
Tuesday after Mass. 
Reconciliation: Tuesday after 
Mass, Saturday 5pm-5:30pm 
at Our Lady of Mercy, and by 
appointment. 
    

Churches 
Our Lady of Mercy (OLOM) 
5 Mann Street, Mount Barker 

The Good Shepherd (GS) 
2 Chapel Street, Strathalbyn 

St James the Less  
Closed for repairs 
    

Priests 
Fr Philip Marshall 
philipfxmarshall@gmail.com 
Fr Ian Wilson, assisting 
    

Catholic College 
St Francis de Sales College 
8 Dutton Road, Mt Barker 
Ph 8393 1000 
    

Social Media 
www.barkerstrathcatholic.com 
www.youtube.com/ 
@OurLadyofMercyMtBarker 
    

Administration 
Michelle Muller, Parish Secretary 
7 Mann St, Mt Barker 5251 
Ph 8391 1053 
mtbarkerparish@gmail.com 
Strath Ministry Coordinator 
Sue Eckert  Ph 0408 362 258 
    

Safeguarding  
Contact Persons 
Michelle Muller Ph 8391 1053   
Teena Cobiac Ph 0499 172 740 
Joanna Falkland Ph 0400 266 486 
Child Abuse Report Line 13 14 78 
    

Vinnies 
For assistance call 1300 729 202 
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm 
 

 

 August 16th 2026  
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reflection 
The ‘Magnificat’, our gospel for the Assumption, is the most beautiful prayer. 
 
Mary’s spirit soars towards God with no thought for herself. She welcomes God 
without a single hint of reservation. 
 
Her heart sings toward God who is endlessly merciful, who lifts up the poor and 
crushed; who tenderly feeds the starving, and empties the rich and powerful so 
that they may find God too. 
 
Those who welcome the embrace of the eternal God can never know death.  
God has made a home in them in all their fulness, and made God’s own self their 
home forever. 
 
The Sunday readings remind us that this faithful love of God extends to every 
person alive today, who ever was or ever will be. There are no tribes, only brothers 
and sisters.  

- Fr Philip 
 
Questions to Ponder  
Then Jesus said to her in reply, ‘O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish’. And the woman’s daughter was healed instantly. (Matthew 15: 28) 
Adults: When has the faith of someone from another race or culture enriched your 
own? 
Young People: Who has helped you grow closer to God through an invitation or 
challenge? 
Children: What could you do to help someone of another race or culture feel more 
welcome in your neighbourhood? 



Parish News  02 
Held in our Prayers 
Sick 
Cleta Armitage, Jack and Dawn Ballinger, 
Maxine Brook, John Burton, Henk Daams, 
Brian Fiora, Blossom (Teresa) Ferrarese, 
Andrew Harms, Ashlee Lloyd, Helen Malin, 
Froilan Milan, Barb Paech, Gerald Feltus, 
Ian Feltus, David Neville, Michael Persse, 
Ailbe Sheehey, Cecelia Smeath, 
Anna Stolarski, Gertrude Stolarski, 
Alida van Dijk, Fr John Vildzius, 
Alwyne & Mary Patricia Williams. 

Recently deceased 
Fay Cooke.  

Anniversary of death 
Lynda Barton, Zita Dobbin, Anne Dunning, 
Wendy Edes, Julie Fiora, Christopher Green, 
Phil Lardner, Fr John Leahy, Kit Morrison, 
Marie & Joe Mannion, Hilary Raimondo, 
Melva Richards, John Vaughan, Rod White 
Anniversaries Sat 15th to Fri 21st August. 

Our Parish at Work 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Supporting us on our journey of faith. 
Chair Neil McGoran with Fr Philip Marshall, 
Fr Ian Wilson, Andrew Baker, Jen Delima, 
Stewart Chilcott, Joanna Falkland, 
Yesamma Hendry, Lijo Kurian, 
Sandra Lloyd, Leo Sexton, Jan Sobotta. 
Email: neil.mcgoran@cesa.catholic.edu.au 

Liturgy Coordination Group 
Facilitating our liturgical worship 
Chair Jen Delima with Fr Philip Marshall, 
Anne Bagshaw, Cecily Barton, Marg Daly, 
Sandra Lloyd.  

Parish Finance Council 
Parish property, maintenance and finance. 
Chair Peter Schaefer with Fr Philip 
Marshall, Mike Galea, John Cook, 
Navin De Silva. 

Collections last week 
1st (for our priests) $       831.15 
2nd (for the parish) $    2,040.00 
Appeal for Vocations $       453.50 

How to give via planned giving: 
QR Code - scan the QR code below 
Online - log on to 
adelaide.goodgiving.com.au/qr/parish/mbs 
or  
Direct debit - to BSB 066782 account 
100000485 (with 5 zeros), account name 
CCES Mt Barker/Strathalbyn Parish 
Thank you for supporting  
our parish and our priests. 
 
 
 
 

Baptism this weekend  
This weekend we welcome Digby Timothy Collins into the Faith through the 
sacrament of Baptism. We ask God to bless Digby, his parents Lauren and 
Declan and godparents on this special occasion. The baptism is on Sunday in 
the 11am Mass at The Good Shepherd. 
 

 Today   Choir Cecilia Concert 
Sunday 16 August | 2.30pm | Our Lady of Mercy Church | Doors open 2pm 
Choir Cecilia presents Three Magnifcats and more! The choir will present works 
by Pergolesi, Nairn, Ireland and will be supported by guest artists.  
Admission $25. Tickets at the door. Cash and Eftpos available.   
Musical director: Jeremy Tatchell. Accompanist Damien Mansfield. 
Join us for refreshments after the concert.  
For more information contact Lesley on 0428 105 184.  

Follow Ruby! 막맊맋만맅맆맍많맏말맑맒맇맓맔맕맖마맗먝먞먟먠맅맆먡먢먣먤먥먦먧먨맱맲먩맳멢맡멣멤맅맆멥멦멧멨멩멪멫멬맢멭맣멮 
For anyone wishing to follow along with Ruby Cobiac’s mission trip to Ireland, 
feel free to subscribe or follow the Facebook page: NET Ministries Ireland. They 
have already got a couple of posts about the music training which she has just 
finished and LOVED. It has been a wonderful affirmation that she is in the right 
place. And there is an Instagram page and she will email updates.  

 Invitation   Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Got life questions?   

Jesus invites us to come and see.  
The RCIA group might be for you.  

We gather together and explore what it means to be Christian  
in the Catholic tradition.  

Our first meeting will be Sunday 13 September at 1pm at Our Lady of Mercy 
Catholic Church. For more information ring Margaret Daly 0413 800 721 or 

speak with Father Philip. 

 Invitation   Carols night 
First practice: Saturday 22 August | 2.30pm | Our Lady of Mercy 
Join together, as a parish choir to sing at the Mt Barker Community Carol Night. 
Seeking interested parishioners to form a parish choir and sing together at the 
Mt Barker Community carols night, Saturday 5th December. 
Looking for voices and instrumentalists.  Jen Delima 0407 977 401. 

뇾뇤뇿눂눀눁 Feasts and memorials 
Thu 20 St Bernard 
Fri 21 St Pius X 
Sat 22 The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

궁궍궎궏궐궑궒궘궙궓궔궕궖궚궗궛 Diary dates 
Mon 17 9:45am  Arty Crafty Ladies OLOM Foyer 
Tue 18 5:30pm Finance Council Parish House   
Tue 18 7:00pm Parish Pastoral Council OLOM Foyer   
Thu 20 10:30am Christian Meditation Parish House 
Sat 22 9:30am Organ choir practice OLOM Church 
Sat 22 2:30pm Mt Barker Community Carols practice OLOM Church  
Sat 22 5:15pm Rosary OLOM Church  
Sun 23 10.30am Legion of Mary Parish House 
Sun 23 10:15am Sunday Readings Strathalbyn Hall 



Around the Parish and Archdiocese  03 
Sacrament program 
Enrolments are now open if you would like 
your child/ren to prepare for the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion during 2026-27.  
Please scan the QR code and complete the Enrolment Form 
to enrol your child/ren into the program for 2026/27. 
Please contact Mrs Sandra Lloyd - 0438 987 420 if you have 
any questions.   
 
 Invitation   Prayer supports  
Parishioners are invited to become a Prayer Support 
Person for the children who will be preparing to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First 
Holy Communion, during 2026-27.  As a Prayer Support 
your role will be to pray for a child and their family 
frequently as they journey towards these celebrations. 
If you are interested in becoming a Prayer Support Person, 
you will need to have a current ‘Working with Children 
Check’.  To register or for more information, please contact 
Mrs Sandra Lloyd - 0438 987 420. 
 
Caritas season of creation gathering 2026 
Thursday 3 – Friday 4 September | Bridgewater 
Our Mt Barker Laudato Si' Group is delighted to partner 
with the Bridgewater Parish Ecology Group to host a 
shared, in-person viewing of this national online event.  
For more details, visit www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering/. 
Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
at St Matthew's Parish Hall, 1 Wembley Avenue, 
Bridgewater. Cost: Completely free 
Program:  
Day 1 — Engage with keynote presentations for formation; 
Day 2 — Practical workshops offering tools for local 
community action 
Stay for the full program or drop in and out for specific 
sessions or a couple of hours. Morning and afternoon tea 
provided. Please bring a packed lunch. 
RSVP: Please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the 
back of the church by 30th Sept to help with catering and 
ride sharing/transport options. 
We look forward to gathering together as the Mount Barker 
and Bridgewater parish communities to learn, reflect, and 
take practical steps to care for our common home. 
*This is a Caritas Australia initiative, with the support of the 
Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service 
and in partnership with Catholic Religious Australia.* 
 
Loreto College community Mass 
Sunday 30 August 2026 | 10am | Loreto College Chapel 
All old scholars, mothers and/or daughters of old scholars 
and their families, current students and their family 
members and college staff members and families are 
invited to attend. Morning tea to follow. For further 
information contact Margaret Sullivan on 0413 011 345. 

Strathalbyn fundraising stall 
Thursday 10 September | 9am – 12noon | Dawson Street 
in front of the Church of Christ 
Home baked goods, preserves, plants, produce & lots 
more.  Can you please contribute?  All proceeds to fund our 
Pastoral Care Workers in our local schools. 
Pastoral Care Workers work in the 5 state schools that are 
under the Eastern Fleurieu banner ie Strath High, and 
primary school + primary schools in Langhorne Creek, 
Milang, Ashbourne and the primary school at Callington. 
Their job is to live the Gospel before the children and staff 
in their schools. 
We do get some government funding but there is still quite 
a need for ongoing community funding. 
 

Blessing of milestone wedding anniversaries  
Saturday - Sunday 19-20 September 2026 | All Masses 
If you are celebrating a milestone (5th 10th 15th 20th 25th 
30th 35th 40th 45th 50th 55th 60th) anniversary this year, 
we invite you to forward the details to the parish office so 
we can acknowledge your life-long commitment on the 
weekend of 19-20th September 2026.  Nominations will 
close strictly on 4 September. For more information, 
contact Archdiocesan Events on 8210 8220 or 
events@adelaide.catholic.org.au. 
 
Children’s liturgy of the word 
 - Training opportunity for catechists  
Are you passionate about sharing the Gospel with children 
in a meaningful and engaging way? Join us for an 
upcoming children’s liturgy of the word training, designed 
to equip catechists with practical skills, confidence, and 
fresh ideas to bring scripture to life for young people. 
This session will explore age-appropriate approaches to 
proclaiming and breaking open the Word, creating 
prayerful spaces, and nurturing children’s participation in 
the liturgy. Whether you are new to the ministry or seeking 
to deepen your practice, this training offers a welcoming 
and supportive environment to learn, reflect, and connect 
with others. Come and be inspired to help children 
encounter God’s word with wonder, joy, and 
understanding. All catechists and those interested in 
supporting Children’s Liturgy of the Word are warmly 
invited.  
31 August link - 
registrationcentre.cesa.catholic.edu.au/event-
6737352 (10.30-12.30pm, CESA Conference Centre) 
7 September link - 
registrationcentre.cesa.catholic.edu.au/event-6737367 
(1pm-3pm, CESA Conference Centre) 
20 October link - 
registrationcentre.cesa.catholic.edu.au/event-
6772288?CalendarViewType=1&SelectedDate=10/10/2026 
(6-8pm, Cathedral Hall)



Today’s Readings  04 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with 
integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity 
be manifest. Foreigners who have attached themselves to 
the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his 
servants - all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, 
and cling to my covenant - these I will bring to my holy 
mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of prayer. 
Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all 
the peoples. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 66:2-3, 5-6, 8 
R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Reading Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans 
as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the 
purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and 
in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant 
the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their 
admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from 
the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his 
choice. 
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and 
now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so those 
who are disobedient now - and only because of the mercy 
shown to you - will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has 
imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show 
mercy to all mankind. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
 Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 15:21-28 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Woman, you have great faith. 
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that 
district and started shouting, 'Sir, Son of David, take pity on 
me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.' But he answered 
her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with 
him. 'Give her what she wants,' they said 'because she is 
shouting after us.' He said in reply, 'I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the House of Israel.' But the woman had 
come up and was kneeling at his feet. 'Lord,' she said 'help 
me.' He replied, 'It is not fair to take the children's food and 
throw it to the house-dogs.' She retorted, 'Ah yes, sir; 
but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their 
master's table.' Then Jesus answered her, 'Woman, you 
have great faith. Let your wish be granted.' And from that 
moment her daughter was well again. 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Next Week: August 23, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A,  
You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

 First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23, Psalm: 137:1-3, 6, 8, Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36, Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclamation from  

Lectionary for Mass© 1969,1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 


