-~ Mt Barker & Strathalbyn Catholic Parish

We are a community learning to be disciples of Jesus
Thank you for joining us - we are so glad you're here

Masses

Sat  6:00pm OLOM Mt Barker
Sun  9:00am OLOM Mt Barker
Sun 11:00am GS Strathalbyn
Tue  9:30am OLOM Mt Barker
Wed 12 noon OLOM Mt Barker
Thu 8:00am SFdS College

Fri 9.30am OLOM Mt Barker

Exposition of the Bl Sacrament:
Tuesday after Mass.
Reconciliation: Tuesday after
Mass, Saturday 5pm-5:30pm

at Our Lady of Mercy, and by
appointment.

Churches
Our Lady of Mercy (OLOM)
5 Mann Street, Mount Barker

The Good Shepherd (GS)
2 Chapel Street, Strathalbyn

St James the Less
Closed for repairs

Priests

Fr Philip Marshall
philipfxmarshall@gmail.com
Fr lan Wilson, assisting

Catholic College

St Francis de Sales College
8 Dutton Road, Mt Barker
Ph 8393 1000

Social Media
www.barkerstrathcatholic.com
www.youtube.com/
@OurLadyofMercyMtBarker

Administration

Michelle Muller, Parish Secretary
7 Mann St, Mt Barker 5251

Ph 8391 1053
mtbarkerparish@gmail.com
Strath Ministry Coordinator

Sue Eckert Ph 0408 362 258

Safeguarding

Contact Persons

Michelle Muller Ph 8391 1053
Teena Cobiac Ph 0499 172 740
Joanna Falkland Ph 0400 266 486
Child Abuse Report Line 13 14 78

Vinnies
For assistance call 1300 729 202
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

= August 23rd 2026 .
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflection

In the second reading this Sunday, Paul seeks to express the unutterable
depths of God. Wisdom beyond all wisdom, beauty beyond any beauty we can
conceive of, love deeper than the deepest love we can imagine. God calls us
out of the shallows into the inexpressible depths of God.

Only there can we become our best and truest self.

From those depths God inspires Peter to recognise Jesus as the Christ, the
eternal Word of God’s depthless truth made human among us.

That wisdom alone can inspire a word of binding authority.

- Fr Philip

Questions to Ponder
Jesus said to them, ‘But who do you say | am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God'.

(Matthew 16: 15 - 16)

Adults: Which church leader has most influenced your personal faith?

Young People: What causes you to doubt your ability to be a Christian leader?
Children: What has a teacher, priest or leader taught you about Jesus?
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Held in our Prayers

Sick

Cleta Armitage, Jack and Dawn Ballinger,
Maxine Brook, John Burton, Henk Daams,
Brian Fiora, Blossom (Teresa) Ferrarese,
Andrew Harms, Ashlee Lloyd, Helen Malin,
Froilan Milan, Barb Paech, Gerald Feltus,
lan Feltus, David Neville, Michael Persse,
Ailbe Sheehy, Alida van Dijk, Anna Stolarski,
Cecelia Smeath, Gertrude Stolarski,
Alwyne & Mary Patricia Williams.

Recently Deceased
Fay Cooke, Ken Duffield, Kym Fiora.

Anniversary of Death

Reginald Arbon, Pierina Barolo, Valentina
Buberis, Davide Costa, Mike Fenwick,
Mario Ferrarese, Mary Gillespie,

Garry McDonnell, Michael Kevin Sheridan,
Patsy (Patricia) McNamara, John Raimondo,
Father Michael Ryan, Neil Stanley,
Christine Stone, Bonnie (Frances) Towns,
Robert Vaughan, Roderick Wilson.
Anniversaries Sat 22nd to Fri 28th August.

Our Parish at Work

Parish Pastoral Council

Supporting us on our journey of faith.

Chair Neil McGoran with Fr Philip Marshall,
Fr lan Wilson, Andrew Baker, Jen Delima,
Stewart Chilcott, Joanna Falkland,
Yesamma Hendry, Lijo Kurian,

Sandra Lloyd, Leo Sexton, Jan Sobotta.
Email: neil.mcgoran@cesa.catholic.edu.au

Liturgy Coordination Group
Facilitating our liturgical worship

Chair Jen Delima with Fr Philip Marshall,
Anne Bagshaw, Cecily Barton, Marg Daly,
Sandra Lloyd.

Parish Finance Council

Parish property, maintenance and finance.
Chair Peter Schaefer with Fr Philip
Marshall, Mike Galea, John Cook,

Navin De Silva.

Collections Last Week

1st (for our priests) $ 1,242.70

2nd (for the parish) $ 1,952.70

How to give via planned giving:
QR Code - scan the QR code below
Online - log on to
adelaide.goodgiving.com.au or

Direct debit - to BSB 066782 account
100000485 (with 5 zeros), account name
CCES Mt Barker/Strathalbyn Parish

Thank you for supporting
our parish and our priests.

Upcoming Events and Invitations

N JIAEIRSE 4 55th Anniversary of Ordination
Friday 4 September | 5pm | The Good Shepherd, Strathalbyn

Fr John Vildzius and Fr Richard Morris warmly invite parishioners to a Mass to
celebrate their 55th anniversary of ordination, together with the other members
of their class.

Sacrament Program

It's not too late to enrol if you would like your child/ren to
prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and
First Holy Communion during 2026-27. Please scan the QR
code and complete the Enrolment Form by Wednesday 26th August.
Please contact Mrs Sandra Lloyd - 0438 987 420 if you have any questions.

Prayer Supports

Parishioners are invited to become a Prayer Support Person for the children
who will be preparing to celebrate the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
Confirmation and First Holy Communion during 2026-27. As a Prayer Support
your role will be to pray for a child and their family frequently as they journey
towards these celebrations. If you are interested in becoming a Prayer Support
Person you will need to have a current ‘Working with Children Check’. To register
or for more information, please contact Mrs Sandra Lloyd - 0438 987 420.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

First session Sunday 13 September | 1pm | Parish House, Mount Barker

Got life questions? Jesus invites us to come and see. RCIA might be for you.

We gather together and explore what it means to be Christian in the Catholic
tradition. For more info ring Margaret Daly 0413 800 721 or speak with Fr Philip.

Carols night

First practice: Saturday 22 August | 2.00pm | Our Lady of Mercy

Join together as a parish choir to sing at the Mt Barker Community Carol Night.
Seeking interested parishioners to form a parish choir and sing together at the
Mt Barker Community carols night, Saturday 5th December.

Looking for voices and instrumentalists. Jen Delima 0407 977 401.

[ =3 .
¥ Feasts & Memorials

Mon 24 St Bartholomew Feast

Thu 27 St Monica Memorial

Fri 28 St Augustine Memorial

Sat 29 The Passion of St John the Baptist Memorial

%% Diary Dates

Mon 24  9:45am  Arty Crafty Ladies OLOM Foyer
Mon 24 4:.00pm  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L2  Parish House
Thu 27 10:30am  Christian Meditation Parish House
Thu 27  4:00pm Vinnies Conference OLOM Foyer
Sat 29 9:30am  Organ choir practice OLOM Church
Sat29 10:00am  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L1  Parish House
Sat 29 3:00pm  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L3  Parish House
Sun30 10.30am  Legion of Mary Parish House
Sun30 10:15am  Sunday Readings Strathalbyn Hall
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Caritas season of creation gathering 2026
Thursday 3 - Friday 4 September | Bridgewater

Our Mt Barker Laudato Si' Group is delighted to partner
with the Bridgewater Parish Ecology Group to host a
shared, in-person viewing of this national online event.
For more details, visit www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering/.
Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September, 9:30am to 4pm at
St Matthew's Parish Hall, 1 Wembley Avenue, Bridgewater.
Program:

Day 1 — Engage with keynote presentations for formation
Day 2 — Workshops for local community action

Stay for the full program or drop in for specific sessions or
a couple of hours. Morning and afternoon tea provided.
Please bring a packed lunch. Cost: Completely free.

RSVP via the sign-up sheet at the back of the church

by 30th Sept to help with catering and ride share options.
We look forward to gathering together as the Mount
Barker/Strath and Bridgewater parish communities to
learn, reflect, and take practical steps to care for our
common home.

*A Caritas Australia initiative supported by the Bishops
Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service and in
partnership with Catholic Religious Australia.*

Secular Franciscan meeting

Sunday 18 October | 2pm St Francis of Assisi, Newton

As practising Catholics we sometimes feel the need, or an
inner urging, to do a little more than just attend Mass and
be a good parishioner. If you feel this way, God could be
calling you to deepen your spirituality and add a new
dimension to your life. Getting to know the secular
Franciscans may be a way to determine if you have a
vocation. We are Catholic lay men and women, married and
single, who live and work in society according to our calling,
following the example of St Francis of Assisi and striving to
live the Gospel in our daily lives. Next meeting: 18 October,
2pm at St Francis of Assisi parish, 59 Newton Rd, Newton.
Joanna Lamek OFS info@ofs-sa.au Ph 0403 452 730 Learn
more: https://ofs-sa.au/

Strathalbyn fundraising stall

Thursday 10 September | 9am - 12noon | Dawson Street
in front of the Church of Christ

Home baked goods, preserves, plants, produce & lots
more. Can you please contribute? All proceeds to fund our
Pastoral Care Workers in our local schools.

Pastoral Care Workers work in the 5 state schools that are
under the Eastern Fleurieu banner ie Strath High, and
primary school + primary schools in Langhorne Creek,
Milang, Ashbourne and the primary school at Callington.
Their job is to live the Gospel before the children and staff
in their schools. We do get some government funding but
there is still quite a need for ongoing community funding.

John Main centenary gathering Mt Barker
Sunday 13 September | 1:30pm |Our Lady of Mercy
Mount Barker Meditation Group invite you to join us in
celebrating the centenary of the birth of Benedictine monk
John Main OSB (1926-1982), who rediscovered a quiet path
of deep stillness at the very heart of Christian faith,
sparking a global movement of silent prayer.

Friends of the World Christian Community for Meditation
(WCCM) Oceania have organised this special online regional
gathering uniting our hearts with silent prayer,
commemorations, and the beautiful uplifting sound of the
Fijian Choir. Join us for refreshments, community and an
afternoon of contemplation. Jan 0418 480 141.

Blessing of milestone wedding anniversaries
Saturday - Sunday 19-20 September 2026 | All Masses

If you are celebrating a milestone (5th 10th 15th 20th 25th
30th 35th 40th 45th 50th 55th 60th) anniversary this year,
we invite you to forward the details to the parish office so
we can acknowledge your life-long commitment on the
weekend of 19-20th September 2026. Nominations close
4 September.

Mass of creation

Saturday 5 September | 10am | 39 Prospect Rd, Prospect
The Archdiocesan Council for Integral Ecology invites you
to celebrate a special Mass in St Helen's Park with
Archbishop Patrick O'Regan during the Season of Creation.
BYO chair and plate of food. Some light refreshments and
an ice-cream cart will be available (free of charge).
Registration essential: www.trybooking.com/DNMIM

Loreto College community Mass

Sunday 30 August 2026 | 10am | Loreto College Chapel
All old scholars, mothers and/or daughters of old scholars
and their families, current students and their family
members and college staff members and families are
invited to attend. Morning tea to follow. For further
information contact Margaret Sullivan on 0413 011 345.

Social Justice Sunday

As Bishop Tim Harris said at the launch of the second Social
Justice statement for 2026, Living the Gospel in Times of
Social Division: “The Gospel offers us a way. The measure of
our nation will never be how loudly we argue, but how
deeply we care for one another, especially those on the
margins and those whose voices are seldom heard.”

This Statement invites us to that vision: a society where
disagreement need not destroy respect, where diversity is
welcomed as a great gift, and where the dignity of every
single person is the foundation of our common life.”

Pick up a copy of the statement at the back of the church
today. You can also read the full statement and access
video resources online at socialjustice.catholic.org.au.



Today’s Readings

First Reading Isaiah 22:19-23
A reading from the first Prophet Isaiah
I place the key of the House of David
upon his shoulder.
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the
palace:

| dismiss you from your office,

| remove you from your post,

and the same day | call on my servant

Eliakim son of Hilkiah.

I invest him with your robe,

gird him with your sash,

entrust him with your authority;

and he shall be a father

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem

and to the House of Judah.

| place the key of the House of David

on his shoulder;

should he open, no one shall close,

should he close, no one shall open.

| drive him like a peg

into a firm place;

he will become a throne of glory

for his father's house.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 137:1-3, 6, 8
R. Lord, your love is eternal;

do not forsake the work of your hands.
| thank you, Lord, with all my heart,

you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you,

| will adore before your holy temple. R.

R. Lord, your love is eternal;

do not forsake the work of your hands.
I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.

On the day | called, you answered;

you increased the strength of my soul. R.
R. Lord, your love is eternal;

do not forsake the work of your hands.
The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,

discard not the work of your hands. R.

R. Lord, your love is eternal;

do not forsake the work of your hands.

Second Reading Romans 11:33-36
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

From him, through him, and in him are all things.

How rich are the depths of God - how deep his wisdom and
knowledge - and how impossible to penetrate his motives
or understand his methods! Who could ever know the mind
of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could
ever give him anything or lend him anything? All that exists
comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory
for ever! Amen.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 16:18

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are Peter, the rock on which | will build my Church;
the gates of hell will not hold out against it.

Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

You are Peter, to you | will give the keys of the kingdom

of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put
this question to his disciples, 'Who do people say the Son
of Man is?' And they said, 'Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
'But you,' he said, 'who do you say | am?' Then Simon Peter
spoke up, 'You are the Christ,' he said, 'the Son of the living
God.' Jesus replied, 'Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy
man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this
to you but my Father in heaven. So | now say to you:

You are Peter and on this rock | will build my Church.

And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against
it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be
considered loosed in heaven.' Then he gave
the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone
that he was the Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Next Week: August 30, Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A,
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself.
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9, Psalm: 62:2-6, 8-9, Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2, Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclamation from
Lectionary for Mass®© 1969,1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.



