Mt Barker & Strathalbyn Catholic Parish

We are a community learning to be disciples of Jesus
Thank you for joining us - we are so glad you're here

Masses

Sat  6:00pm OLOM Mt Barker
Sun  9:00am OLOM Mt Barker
Sun 11:00am GS Strathalbyn
Tue 9:30am OLOM Mt Barker
Wed 12noon OLOM Mt Barker
Thu 9:15am SFdS College

Fri 9.30am OLOM Mt Barker

Exposition of the Bl Sacrament:
Tuesday after Mass.
Reconciliation: Tuesday after
Mass, Saturday 5pm-5:30pm
at Our Lady of Mercy, and by
appointment.

Churches
Our Lady of Mercy (OLOM)
5 Mann Street, Mount Barker

The Good Shepherd (GS)
2 Chapel Street, Strathalbyn

St James the Less
Closed for repairs

Priests

Fr Philip Marshall
philipfxmarshall@gmail.com
Fr lan Wilson, assisting

Catholic College

St Francis de Sales College
8 Dutton Road, Mt Barker
Ph 8393 1000

Social Media
www.barkerstrathcatholic.com
www.youtube.com/
@OurLadyofMercyMtBarker

Administration

Michelle Muller, Parish Secretary
7 Mann St, Mt Barker 5251

Ph 8391 1053
mtbarkerparish@gmail.com
Strath Ministry Coordinator

Sue Eckert Ph 0408 362 258

Safeguarding

Contact Persons

Michelle Muller Ph 8391 1053
Teena Cobiac Ph 0499 172 740
Joanna Falkland Ph 0400 266 486
Child Abuse Report Line 13 1478

Vinnies
For assistance call 1300 729 202
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

= August 30th 2026 .
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflection

Sometimes we experience a grief so overwhelming it just bursts out of us.
We can experience love like that too. Uncontainable, revealed in shining eyes
and a transformed heart. Both can be costly.

That is how Jeremiah encounters God, so powerfully that the word within him
cannot be held back whatever it may cost him.

Jesus too, in his hilltop vigils, meets the depths of the living God and every
moment and fragment of his life is the outpouring revelation of that encounter
through to the moment of his death.

In the gospel today, Jesus invites us to the same depth of life and encounter,
wonderful, terrible, costly and yet a life lived so powerfully, profoundly and
vibrantly that many people cannot even imagine such a depth of life is
possible.

The Psalm, perhaps my favourite, expresses the longing of the human heart
for that encounter.
- Fr Philip

Questions to Ponder
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me’. (Matthew 16: 24)

Adults: What has it meant to you to take up your cross and follow Jesus?
Young People: When have you felt pressured to do something to protect your honour?
Children: When has it been hard to be a follower of Jesus?
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Held in our Prayers

Sick

Cleta Armitage, Jack and Dawn Ballinger,
Maxine Brook, John Burton, Henk Daams,
Brian Fiora, Blossom (Teresa) Ferrarese,
Andrew Harms, Ashlee Lloyd, Helen Malin,
Froilan Milan, Barb Paech, Gerald Feltus,
Frances Greenslade, David Neville,
Michael Persse, Ailbe Sheehy, lan Feltus,
Alida van Dijk, Anna Stolarski,

Cecelia Smeath, Gertrude Stolarski,
Alwyne & Mary Patricia Williams.

Recently Deceased
Fay Cooke, Ken Duffield, Kym Fiora.

Anniversary of Death

Marites Angelos, Roma Baraglia, Ugo Fiora,
Barb Collins, Evelyn Deane-Freeman,
Joseph Faworski, Maud Haskin, John Tarca,
Joseph Kelly, Frank Lavery, Joseph Machul,
Paul Mensforth, Margaret O'Brien,

Bill O'Callahan, Deborah Schiller,

Gerard Scully, Christine Sobolewski.
Anniversaries Sat 29th to Fri 4th September.

Our Parish at Work

Parish Pastoral Council

Supporting us on our journey of faith.

Chair Neil McGoran with Fr Philip Marshall,
Fr lan Wilson, Andrew Baker, Jen Delima,
Stewart Chilcott, Joanna Falkland,
Yesamma Hendry, Lijo Kurian,

Sandra Lloyd, Leo Sexton, Jan Sobotta.
Email: neil.mcgoran@cesa.catholic.edu.au

Liturgy Coordination Group
Facilitating our liturgical worship

Chair Jen Delima with Fr Philip Marshall,
Anne Bagshaw, Cecily Barton, Marg Daly,
Maria de lonno, Sandra Lloyd.

Parish Finance Council

Parish property, maintenance and finance.
Chair Peter Schaefer with Fr Philip
Marshall, Mike Galea, John Cook,

Navin De Silva.

Collections Last Week
1st (for our priests) $ 943.15
2nd (for the parish) $ 2,469.95

How to give via planned giving:
QR Code - scan the QR code below
Online - log on to
adelaide.goodgiving.com.au or

Direct debit - to BSB 066782 account
100000485 (with 5 zeros), account name
CCES Mt Barker/Strathalbyn Parish
Thank you for supporting

our parish and our priests.

Upcoming Events

Baptism this weekend

This weekend we welcome Lucy Kate Linde into the Faith through the sacrament
of Baptism. We ask God to bless Lucy, her parents Kelley and Jarryd and
godparents Kate Hochuli, Josh Linde and Lauren Feijen on this special occasion.
The baptism is on Sunday at 1pm at Our Lady of Mercy.

Children’s Catechesis

Children's catechesis begins this weekend. It's a 'drop and go' program and our
children really enjoy it. Level 1 is for ages 3-6, level 2 for ages 6-9, and level 3 for
ages 9-12+. $5 per child and new kids are very welcome.

N JIAEIRAC 4 55th Anniversary of Ordination
Friday 4 September | 5pm | The Good Shepherd, Strathalbyn

Fr John Vildzius and Fr Richard Morris warmly invite parishioners to a Mass to
celebrate their 55th anniversary, together with the other members of their class.

Fr Philip retreat and holiday

Dear fellow parishioners, | need to make some arrangements for retreat and
holiday this year. | will be giving a retreat to the Darwin clergy, plus a week for
my own retreat, from October 12th to October 23rd. | will also take one week’s
leave this year from December 14 to December 20.

Prayer support for the sacrament program

Parishioners are invited to become a Prayer Support Person for the children
entering the sacrament program during 2026-27. Your role will be to pray for a
child and their family frequently as they journey towards these celebrations.
You will need to have a current WWCC. Mrs Sandra Lloyd - 0438 987 420.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

First session Sunday 13 September | 1pm | Parish House, Mount Barker

What do we believe? Why do we believe? Have you tackled the tough questions
about God, the universe, the afterlife? Come and share your questions, your
beliefs, with others. For more info ring Margaret Daly 0413 800 721 or speak
with Fr Philip.

_— .
¥ Feasts & Memorials

IThu 03 St Gregory the Great Memorial

%% Diary Dates
Mon 31 9:45am  Arty Crafty Ladies OLOM Foyer
Tue 01 5:30pm Parish Finance Council Parish House
Thu 03 10:30am  Christian meditation Parish House
Thu03  7:00pm  Guitar choir practice OLOM Church
Sat 05 9:30am  Organ choir practice OLOM Church
Sat05 10:00am  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L1 Parish House
Sat05 12:30pm  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L2 Parish House
Sat 05 3:00pm  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L3 Parish House
Sat 05 2:00pm  Carols night practice OLOM Church
Sun 06 10.30am  Legion of Mary Parish House
Sun 06 10:15am  Sunday Readings Strathalbyn Hall
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Social Justice Sunday

Celebrating Social Justice Sunday: Living the Gospel in
Times of Social Division

Today we celebrate Social Justice Sunday. As Bishop Tim
Harris said at the launch of the second Social Justice
statement for 2026, Living the Gospel in Times of Social
Division:

“The Gospel offers us a way. The measure of our nation will
never be how loudly we argue, but how deeply we care for
one another, especially those on the margins and those
whose voices are seldom heard.

This Statement invites us to that vision: a society where
disagreement need not destroy respect, where diversity is
welcomed as a great gift, and where the dignity of every
single person is the foundation of our common life.”

Pick up a copy of the statement at the back of the church
today. You can also read the full statement and access
video resources online at socialjustice.catholic.org.au.

Caritas season of creation gathering 2026
Thursday 3 - Friday 4 September | Bridgewater

Our Mt Barker Laudato Si' Group is delighted to partner
with the Bridgewater Parish Ecology Group to host a
shared, in-person viewing of this national online event.
For more details, visit www.caritas.org.au/soc-gathering/.
Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September, 9:30am to 4pm at
St Matthew's Parish Hall, 1 Wembley Avenue, Bridgewater.
Program:

Day 1 — Engage with keynote presentations for formation
Day 2 — Workshops for local community action

Stay for the full program or drop in for specific sessions or
a couple of hours. Morning and afternoon tea provided.
Please bring a packed lunch. Cost: Completely free.

RSVP via the sign-up sheet at the back of the church

by 30th Sept to help with catering and ride share options.
We look forward to gathering together as the Mount
Barker/Strath and Bridgewater parish communities to
learn, reflect, and take practical steps to care for our
common home.

*A Caritas Australia initiative supported by the Bishops
Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service and in
partnership with Catholic Religious Australia.*

John Main centenary gathering Mt Barker
Sunday 13 September | 1:30pm |Our Lady of Mercy
Mount Barker Meditation Group invite you to join us in
celebrating the centenary of the birth of Benedictine monk
John Main OSB (1926-1982), who rediscovered a quiet path
of deep stillness at the very heart of Christian faith,
sparking a global movement of silent prayer.

Friends of the World Christian Community for Meditation
(WCCM) Oceania have organised this special online regional
gathering uniting our hearts with silent prayer,
commemorations, and the beautiful uplifting sound of the
Fijian Choir. Join us for refreshments, community and an
afternoon of contemplation. Jan 0418 480 141.

Mass + Lunch at St Matthew's

9 September | 11:30am | St Matthew's Church Bridgewater
Adelaide Hills Parish Social Justice team invites you to
celebrate Our Lady's birthday on 9 September with Mass at
11.30am followed by lunch in the Hall. Guest speaker Jack
Snelling from Bright Futures: an Australian-based Christian
agency which provides education and development
opportunities for children and communities in poverty.

All funds raised by the lunch will be donated to Bright
Futures. Two-course meal, $25. Bookings essential
catherine@adelaidehillsparish.com.au.

Strathalbyn fundraising stall

Thursday 10 September | 9am - 12noon | Dawson Street
in front of the Church of Christ

Home baked goods, preserves, plants, produce & lots
more. Can you contribute? All proceeds fund our Pastoral
Care Workers in the 5 state schools that are under the
Eastern Fleurieu banner ie Strath High, and primary school
+ primary schools in Langhorne Creek, Milang, Ashbourne
and the primary school at Callington. Their job is to live the
Gospel before the children and staff in their schools.

We do get some government funding but there is still quite
a need for ongoing community funding.

Safeguarding competition

Parishes and schools are invited to participate in this year's
Safeguarding Commitment Wall Competition. This activity
encourages both adults and children to reflect on their role
in creating safe, respectful, and inclusive environment

For Adults

Write a personal commitment to safeguarding on a hand-
shaped template. For example: "l will treat everyone with
respect." "l will listen and respond to concerns
appropriately.”

For Children

Children can write or draw what they will do to help keep
their friends, family, and community safe. For example:

"l will be kind to others." "I will tell a trusted adult if | am
worried." "l will include others in games and activities."
Instructions

1.Trace around your hand on a piece of paper or card.
2.Write your safeguarding commitment inside the hand.
3.Decorate and personalise your hand. 4.Collect all
completed hands and display them together to create a
Safeguarding Commitment Wall or Commitment Poster.
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, as
well as for the Most Creative Entry.

Entries should showcase the collective commitment of your
parish or school community to safeguarding.

Carols night practice

Next practices: Saturday 5th & 19th Sep | 2.00pm

Join the parish choir and sing together at the Mt Barker
Community carols night, Sat 5th December. Seeking voices
and musicians. Jen Delima 0407 977 401.
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First Reading Jeremiah 20:7-9

B Areading from the Prophet Jeremiah
} The word of the Lord God has meant

derision for me.

You have seduced me, Lord, and | have let myself be

seduced;

you have overpowered me: you were the stronger.

I am a daily laughing-stock,

everybody's butt.

Each time | speak the word, | have to howl

and proclaim: 'Violence and ruin!'

The word of the Lord has meant for me

insult, derision, all day long.

| used to say, 'l will not think about him,

| will not speak in his name any more.'

Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart,

imprisoned in my bones.

The effort to restrain it wearied me,

| could not bear it.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm 62:2-6, 8-9
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you

like a dry, weary land without water.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

So | gaze on you in the sanctuary

to see your strength and your glory.

For your love is better than life,

my lips will speak your praise.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

So | will bless you all my life,

in your name | will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
For you have been my help;

in the shadow of your wings | rejoice.

My soul clings to you;

your right hand holds me fast.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Second Reading Romans 12:1-2
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.

Think of God's mercy, my brothers, and worship him, | beg
you, in a way that is worthy of thinking beings, by offering
your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to God.
Do not model yourselves on the behaviour of the world
around you, but let your behaviour change, modelled by
your new mind. This is the only way to discover the will of
God and know what is good, what it is that God wants,
what is the perfect thing to do.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 1:17, 18
Alleluia, alleluia!

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

enlighten the eyes of our heart,

that we might see how great is the hope

to which we are called.

Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 16:21-27
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself.
Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was
destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be put
to death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking
him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. 'Heaven
preserve you, Lord,' he said. 'This must not happen to you.'
But he turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind me, Satan! You
are an obstacle in my path, because the way you think is
not God's way but man's.'

Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'If anyone wants to be a
follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life
will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will
find it. What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole
world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in
exchange for his life?

'For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his
Father with his angels, and, when he does, he will reward
each one according to his behaviour.'
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Next Week: September 6, Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A,
If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that person back.
First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9, Psalm: 94:1-2, 6-9, Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10, Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclamation from
Lectionary for Mass®© 1969,1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.



