
Mt Barker & Strathalbyn Catholic Parish 
We are a community learning to be disciples of Jesus 
Thank you for joining us – we are so glad you’re here 

 

Masses 
Sat    6:00pm OLOM Mt Barker 
Sun    9:00am OLOM Mt Barker  
Sun  11:00am GS Strathalbyn 
Tue    9:30am OLOM Mt Barker  
Wed  12 noon OLOM Mt Barker  
Thu    8:00am SFdS College 
Fri    9.30am OLOM Mt Barker 

Exposition of the Bl Sacrament: 
Tuesday after Mass. 

Reconciliation: Tuesday after 
Mass, Saturday 5pm-5:30pm 
at Our Lady of Mercy, and by 
appointment. 
    

Churches 
Our Lady of Mercy (OLOM) 
5 Mann Street, Mount Barker 

The Good Shepherd (GS) 
2 Chapel Street, Strathalbyn 

St James the Less  
Closed for repairs 
    

Priests 
Fr Philip Marshall 
philipfxmarshall@gmail.com 
Fr Ian Wilson, assisting 
    

Catholic College 
St Francis de Sales College 
8 Dutton Road, Mt Barker 
Ph 8393 1000 
    

Social Media 
www.barkerstrathcatholic.com 
www.youtube.com/ 
@OurLadyofMercyMtBarker 
    

Administration 
Michelle Muller, Parish Secretary 
7 Mann St, Mt Barker 5251 
Ph 8391 1053 
mtbarkerparish@gmail.com 
Strath Ministry Coordinator 
Sue Eckert  Ph 0408 362 258 
    

Safeguarding  
Contact Persons 
Michelle Muller Ph 8391 1053   
Teena Cobiac Ph 0499 172 740 
Joanna Falkland Ph 0400 266 486 
Child Abuse Report Line 13 14 78 
    

Vinnies 
For assistance call 1300 729 202 
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm 
  

 

 September 6th 2026  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

Reflection 
St Paul tells us that love is the one thing that cannot hurt our neighbour.  

If all we do is love, we have carried out all our obligations. 

Love is the measure by which we judge our every word, action and thought.  

It takes us far from the world of self-concern, accumulation, exclusion, and 
payback. But moment by moment it is more than we can manage by ourselves.  

In the end it is not our frail love that can do this, but our total availability to the 
infinite love who dwells within us…moment by moment, daily failure and recovery. 

The Gospel tells how important to Jesus it is that we take every possible effort to 
mend all ruptures in love between us. 

And like him, to make a special effort to be with those who act like “pagans and tax 
collectors”.  

The prayers of those who are totally available to God‘s love will be according to the 
mind of God; their Spirit inspired words will bear the breath of the Spirit’s 
authority.  

Questions to Ponder  
Jesus said, ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone’. (Matthew 18: 15) 
Adults: What have you been able to overcome because others patiently loved you? 
Young People: How can you find help from Jesus when you need strength to confront 
someone who hurts you? 
Children: How can you help another person do the right thing? 
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Held in our Prayers 
Sick 
Cleta Armitage, Jack and Dawn Ballinger, 
Maxine Brook, John Burton, Henk Daams, 
Brian Fiora, Blossom (Teresa) Ferrarese, 
Andrew Harms, Ashlee Lloyd, Helen Malin, 
Froilan Milan, Barb Paech, Gerald Feltus, 
Frances Greenslade, David Neville, 
Michael Persse, Ailbe Sheehy, Ian Feltus, 
Alida van Dijk, Anna Stolarski, 
Cecelia Smeath, Gertrude Stolarski, 
Alwyne & Mary Patricia Williams. 

Recently Deceased 
Fay Cooke, Ken Duffield, Kym Fiora. 

Anniversary of Death 
Michael Bazeley, Mary Breen, 
Carlo Bressel, Joe Camporeale, 
Robin Duffield, Patricia Furmark, 
Elena Gaetcke, Austin Green, 
John & Tina Griffin, Peter Inglis, 
Stasia Kaesler, Julie Kendle, Joe Van Eyk, 
Maria Kowalewski, Fr Luigi Pesciaroff, 
Lucio Silvestri, Moira Tucker, Joan Turner. 
Anniversaries Sat 5th to Fri 11th September. 
 

Our Parish at Work 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Supporting us on our journey of faith. 
Chair Neil McGoran with Fr Philip Marshall, 
Fr Ian Wilson, Andrew Baker, Jen Delima, 
Stewart Chilcott, Joanna Falkland, 
Yesamma Hendry, Lijo Kurian, 
Sandra Lloyd, Leo Sexton, Jan Sobotta. 
Email: neil.mcgoran@cesa.catholic.edu.au 

Liturgy Coordination Group 
Facilitating our liturgical worship 
Chair Jen Delima with Fr Philip Marshall, 
Anne Bagshaw, Cecily Barton, Marg Daly, 
Sandra Lloyd.  

Parish Finance Council 
Parish property, maintenance and finance. 
Chair Peter Schaefer with Fr Philip 
Marshall, Mike Galea, John Cook, 
Navin De Silva. 
 

Collections Last Week 
1st (for our priests) $    1,191.40 
2nd (for the parish) $    1,953.80 
To join the planned giving program,  
scan the QR code, log on to 
adelaide.goodgiving.com.au/qr/parish/mbs 
or arrange a direct debit to BSB 066782 
account 100000485 (with 5 zeros), account 
name CCES Mt Barker/Strathalbyn Parish 
 
Thank you for supporting  
our parish and our priests. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 Invitation  Safeguarding Essentials: face to face 
Wednesday 7 October |10am | Our Lady of Mercy foyer 
Please feel welcome to attend a Safeguarding Essentials training session in Our 
Lady of Mercy foyer on Wednesday 7th October at 10am.  

 Invitation  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
First session Sunday 13 September | 1pm | Parish House, Mount Barker 
Got life questions?  Jesus invites us to come and see. RCIA might be for you.  
We gather together and explore what it means to be Christian in the Catholic 
tradition. For more info ring Margaret Daly 0413 800 721 or speak with Fr Philip. 

 Invitation  John Main centenary gathering Mt Barker 
Sunday 13 September | 1:30pm |Our Lady of Mercy foyer 
Mount Barker Meditation Group invite you to join us in celebrating the 
centenary of the birth of Benedictine monk John Main OSB (1926–1982), who 
rediscovered a quiet path of deep stillness at the very heart of Christian faith, 
sparking a global movement of silent prayer.  Join us for refreshments, 
community and an afternoon of contemplation. Jan 0418 480 141. 

Do you need a working with children check? 
We need your full name and email address to get the process started – please 
email Michelle at mtbarkerparish@gmail.com.   

Knights of the Southern Cross  
Our Branch has received a grant of $3,631 from Southern 
Cross Care for some of our community service programs. This, with our own 
fundraising, helps fund our work for Jesus in our local communities.   

Prayer supports  
Parishioners are invited to become a Prayer Support Person for children who 
will be preparing to celebrate the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion during 2026-27.  Your role will be to pray for a child 
and their family frequently as they journey towards these celebrations.  You will 
need to have a current Working with Children Check. Please contact Mrs Sandra 
Lloyd - 0438 987 420. 

Caritas Nepal flood appeal 
www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/nepal-floods/ 

뇾뇤뇿눂눀눁 Feasts & Memorials  
Tue 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Feast 

 

궁궍궎궏궐궑궒궘궙궓궔궕궖궚궗궛 Diary Dates 
Mon 7   9:45am Arty Crafty Ladies OLOM Foyer 
Wed 9   7:00pm Knights of the Southern Cross OLOM Foyer 
Thu 10 10:30am Christian Meditation Parish House 
Sat 12   9:30am Organ choir practice OLOM Church 
Sat 05 10:00am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L1 Parish House 
Sat 05 12:30pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L2 Parish House 
Sat 05   3:00pm Catechesis of the Good Shepherd L3 Parish House 
Sun 13 10.30am Legion of Mary Parish House 
Sun 13 10:15am Sunday Readings Strathalbyn Hall 
Sun 13 12:00pm Shared lunch in the Strath Hall Strathalbyn Hall 
Sun 13 1:00pm Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Parish House 
Sun 13 1:30pm John Main Centenary Gathering OLOM Foyer 
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Sacrament Program 
Welcome to the children who will begin the Sacrament 
Program for 2026/27 on Thursday 10th September. 
Please keep these children and their families in your 
prayers over the coming months, as they journey towards 
full initiation into the Catholic Faith. 
 Evie Abbott Jayden John 
 Rach Alegre William McLintock 
 Simon Bautista Hannah Morley 
 Sofie De Paula Isla Morris 
 Andrea D’Silva Maverick Rogers  
 Amelia Grguric Jacobus Soesanto 
 Elijah Hissey Harper Sullivan 
 Hannah John  

Women for the World appeal   
Safe childbirth shouldn't depend on luck. But in Papua New 
Guinea, many women still face pregnancy and childbirth 
without access to the care, equipment and support they 
need. Health centres are often under-resourced, and 
distance, cost and extreme weather can make reaching 
care a challenge. By supporting Caritas Australia’s Women 
for the World appeal, you can help upgrade rural 
health centres, giving women a safer chance to bring new 
life into the world.  Learn more or donate today 
at www.caritas.org.au/wftw  

Safeguarding competition 
Next weekend we are going to create our own parish entry 
into the Safeguarding commitment wall competition. 
We will each write or draw a personal commitment to 
safeguarding on a hand-shaped template, which will be 
gathered up and turned into a ‘River of Hope’ for 
vulnerable people and our world.  
Our statements could be things like: "I will treat everyone 
with respect." "I will listen and respond to concerns 
appropriately." "I will tell a trusted adult if I am worried." 
"I will include others in games and activities." - actions that 
help to create a safe, respectful, and inclusive environment. 
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, 
as well as for the Most Creative Entry.  
We look forward to creating our River of Hope display and 
showing our commitment to keeping everyone safe. 

Strathalbyn fundraising stall 
Thursday 10 September | 9am – 12noon | Dawson Street 
Home baked goods, preserves, plants, produce & more. 
All proceeds fund Pastoral Care Workers in Eastern Fleurieu 
R-12 School and Langhorne Creek, Milang, Ashbourne and 
Callington primary schools. Their job is to live the Gospel 
before the children and staff in their schools.  
 
 

 This week  Global prayer week 
From 6-13 September, the global church will pray non-stop 
in every nation for the Global Week of Prayer. Can you stop 
and pray for 5 minutes at a certain time of the day?   

Season of Creation @ the Planetarium 
Friday 25 September | 7pm-8pm | Adelaide Planetarium 
The Council for Integral Ecology invites you for 
a 60-minute experience at the Adelaide 
Planetarium, Adelaide University, Mawson 
Lakes campus. Places are limited so register early at 
www.trybooking.com/DNKQW 

160 years of Josephite Education 
Saturday 19 Sept | 8:30am - 5:30pm| from Kensington 
Josephite Companions have organized a pilgrimage to 
Fleurieu Peninsula to sites of early Josephite schools in SA 
including Marion, Morphett Vale, Yankalilla, Willunga and 
Normanville. Bus leaves 8:30am from 4 High St Kensington. 
BYO lunch; morning and afternoon tea provided. Cost $60. 
RSVP sa.companions@sosj.org.au or call 0417 871 904. 

Attention history buffs 
Are you interested in sorting and storing historical records? 
Michelle is seeking a volunteer to digitise and safely store 
our old parish records.  Please email the office on 
mtbarkerparish@gmail.com if you would like to give it a go.  

Catholic Charities Month  
This September you are invited to support the Catholic 
Charities Appeal—a tradition of compassion that has been 
part of the Adelaide Archdiocese since 1941. When you 
donate to Catholic Charities, you are doing more than just 
giving; you are extending a helping hand to your 
neighbours in need, right here in South Australia.  
Your contributions will directly support these frontline 
agencies doing critical work:  
 Centacare Catholic Community Services: Providing 

essential support to more than 20,000 people in South 
Australia each year through community services.  

 Hutt St Centre: Offering shelter, care, and hope to 
those experiencing homelessness.  

 Aboriginal Catholic Ministry: Supporting the spiritual 
and cultural well-being of Aboriginal communities.  

 Our Lady of La Vang and St Patrick’s Special School: 
Empowering children with special needs to thrive with 
dedicated education and care.  

By donating, you are helping to uplift the most vulnerable 
among us—people who are facing difficult circumstances 
and rely on our collective generosity for support. Your 
kindness ensures that we can continue to be a beacon of 
hope in their lives. Brochures with reply-paid envelopes are 
available on the pews. Every donation over $2 
is tax deductible. Together, let us make a real 
difference for our community. 
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First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
If you have not warned the wicked man, 
then I will hold you responsible for his death. 
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows, 
'Son of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the House 
of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn 
them in my name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, 
you are to die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
man to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, 
but I will hold you responsible for his death. If, however, 
you do warn a wicked man to renounce his ways and 
repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for his 
sin, but you yourself will have saved your life.' 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 94:1-2, 6-9 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord.  

R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand.  

R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.'  

R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading Romans 13:8-10 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
Love is the fulfilment of the Law. 
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. 
If you love your fellow men you have carried out your 
obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not 
covet, and so on, are summed up in this single command: 
You must love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one 
thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; 
that is why it is the answer to every one 
of the commandments.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Corinthians 5:19 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted 
to us. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won 
that person back. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'If your brother does something 
wrong, go and have it out with him alone, between your 
two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your 
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along 
with you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is required 
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, 
report it to the community; and if he refuses to listen to the 
community, treat him like a pagan or a tax collector. 
'I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven. 
'I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth 
agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, 
I shall be there with them.'  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Next Week: September 13, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A,  
I tell you that you forgive not seven times but seventy times seven. 

 First Reading: Sirach 27:30 - 28:7, Psalm: 102:1-4, 9-12, Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9, Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, Alleluia & Gospel verses, & Lenten Gospel Acclamation from  

Lectionary for Mass© 1969,1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 


